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Tentative Program 
LIBRARY WORKERS CONFERENCE 


June 30-July 1 


State UNIVERSITY 
Iowa City 


June 30: Morning Session 


9:30 Address of Welcome 
President Walter A. Jessup 
10:00 Some Essentials in Library Ed- 
ucation, Miss Alice 8. Tyler, 
Director — Library School, 
Western Reserve University 
The Mid-West Movement in 
American Literature, Profes- 
sor John Towner Frederick 
—Department of English, 
State University 















11 :00 














Aftern .. 
2 :00 Usiversity Wotemioe and the 
Publie Library, Professor Ed- 





ward H. Lauer, Director— 
Extension Division, State 
University 
3:00 General Discussion of Adult 
Education 
Evening 


8:00 Address—Mr. Glenn Frank, Ed- 
itor of the Century and Presi- 
dent-elect, the University of 
Wisconsin 

(This is a Public Address under the auspices of 


the Third Commonwealth Conference in session 
June 29-July 1, on “The Costs of Government.”) 


July 1: Morning Session 

10:00 The High School Library To- 
day, Miss Anita Hostetter— 
The Omaha Technical High 
School Library 

11:00 Revelations of the Personal 
Survey, Mr. Fred Telford, 
Chief of Staff, Bureau of Per- 
sonnel Administration — In- 
stitute for Government Re- 
search, Washington 





Afternoon Session 

2:00 Inside and Out, Mrs. J. N. Gal- 
vin, Formerly Librarian, 
Council Bluffs Publie Library 

3:00 The Trustee’s Point of View, 
Mr. W. F. Riley, Ex-Presi- 
dent, Board of Trustees, Pub- 
lie Library, Des Moines, lowa 








Regional Meeting 
Program 

Miss Baumer, chairman of the Pro- 
gram Committee, and Miss Rosemond, 
president of the I. L. A., had a con- 
ference at Council Bluffs during the 
district meeting in that city and are 
able to report progress on the program. 
No definite announcements can now be 
made except that correspondence under 
way gives promise of having Mr. C. M. 
Belden, librarian of the Boston Public 
Library, who will then be president of 
the A. L. A., as speaker for Wednesday 
evening. The Round Tables are being 
developed by their various leaders and 
interest in the meeting is becoming 
widespread. 


Convention City 

Mr. Sumner of the Sioux City Public 
Library sends the following: 

The Martin Hotel will be headquar- 
ters—other good hotels are the West 
and Howard. Reservation of rooms 
should be made direct with the hotels 
(announcement of rates, ete., will be 
available for next Quarterly. All gen- 
eral sessions will probably be held in 
the Elks’ Lodge Room which is only a 
few blocks removed from the Martin. 
Group conferences and round tables 
will be held at the Martin, the Public 
Library, Chamber of Commerce and 
other nearby meeting places. 


On Tuesday evening there will be an 
informal reception in the ball room of 
the Martin Hotel, tendered by the 
Sioux City Library Board and staff. 
An outdoor pienice will be held either 
on Wednesday or Thursday afternoon 
at 4 o’clock at. the Country Club or 
Riverside Park. 


Exhibits. Many good exhibits, both 
professional and commercial are prom- 
ised. Suitable rooms for these will be 
available at the Martin Hotel, Public 
Library and other meeting places. Miss 
Cornelia Plaister, Chairman of the Min- 
nesota Publicity Committee will have 
charge of the library publicity mate- 
rial. Arrangements for space for com- 
mercial exhibits should be made with 
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the library of Sioux City. It is planned — 
to have a model library booth which — 
will probably be located on the main 
floor of the Martin Hotel and will” 
serve also for general information head-_ 
quarters. A member of the Sioux City ~ 
staff will be on duty. : 


The Sioux City Library Board, at a_ 
recent meeting, appointed an Executive 
Committee on local arrangements, con-— 
sisting of Mrs. H. A. Headington, Pres-~ 
ident of the Board; Mrs. James Kelli- 
her, Vice-President and Mr. C. W. Sum-7 
ner, Librarian. ; 


Attention should be called again to” 
the fact that reduced railroad rates for” 
the A. L. A. Regional Conference at” 
Sioux City, on the basis of one and a” 
half fare, have been provisionally 
granted. The special rates will apply” 
to points in the jurisdiction of the 
Western, Central and Southwestern” 
passenger associations. To secure the 
duction a certificate is absolutely neces 
sary. The certificate can be obtained 
from your local railway agent, and 


Sioux City it must be signed by Bertha’ 
Baumer and validated by the railway’s 


representative. If a sufficient number 
of certificates are turned in at Sioux 
City, the bearers will be entitled. 
one-half fare for the return trip. 
Hospitality i 
A Hostess Committee will be a 
pointed for each state to promote 
quaintance among the librarians 
attendance from the various states. 


Miss Julia A. Robinson, Secretary 
the Iowa Library Commission, has bee 
asked to act as official hostess for lo 


and to appoint two other members 
act with her. These will be Miss Rost 
of the Des Moines Public Library ) 
Miss Shellenberger of the Davenpe 
Publie Library though they do nd 
know it yet. : 
A uniform badge will be used for 

meeting but each state will be iné 
eated by its own color. The cole 
have not yet been selected. 





District Meetings 


The eight spring district meetings 
of the Iowa Library Association were 
held as announced in the Quarterly. 
An attendance of 394 exceeded by al- 
most 100 the total of any previous year. 
Good roads and beautiful weather 
made automobile travel easy and a 
larger number of trustees therefore 
were in attendance than has been true 
at other times, namely eighty-nine this 
year, fifty-one last year. There were 
127 libraries represented this year while 
only 100 were represented in 1924. 


The largest attendance was of course 
at the Des Moines meeting but out of 
the total of ninety, twenty-four were 
local representatives. The second larg- 
est meeting was at Ottumwa where the 
total was sixty-five with ten local rep- 
resentatives. The number in attend- 
ance at Rockwell City was forty-eight 
and at Cedar Rapids and Iowa Falls, 
forty-seven, at Spirit Lake, thirty-one 
and at Oelwein, thirty. Last year the 
largest attendance was sixty-four and 
the smallest fifteen. 


The meeting having the largest num- 
ber of trustees in attendance was Ot- 
tumwa with twenty-seven. Twenty-two 
were in attendance at Iowa Falls and 
seventeen at Rockwell City. The larg- 
est delegation of trustees was from 
Bloomfield, five being present. Eddy- 
ville, Eldora and Clear Lake each sent 
four and seven libraries each sent three 
trustees. Altogether the attendance 


was most satisfactory. 

In the past it has been desirable to 
hold the meetings at good railroad cen- 
ters accessible in various directions, 
but with good roads, automobile and 
bus service, this consideration need not 
m the future enter into the selection 
of the places for holding the meetings. 

The problems discussed included, 
“Adult Education,’’ which Mrs. Evelyn 
Spencer Bray of Grinnell, very well in- 
troduced at the Des Moines meeting, 
Miss Cora Hendee of the State Uni- 
versity Library at Cedar Rapids and 
Miss Shellenberger at Ottumwa. 
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Naturally the ‘‘Everyday Problems’ 
were subjects of much interest. The 
discussion on the recent contests 
brought to light a similar experience in 
all the libraries of a large amount of 
time required and mutilation and de- 
struction of books and magazines. The 
justification for help was seen in the 
bringing to the library people who had 
never before visited it and librarians 
hoped that at least when they wanted 
help which may be obtained from books 
their attention would again be turned 
to the library. 

It was decided, however, that time 
should not be taken for this work from 
legitimate reference work and one li- 
brarian suggested that it would be well 
to set aside certain hours in which con- 
test help would be given. 

A reserve system is used in many 
of the libraries though there is con- 
siderable difference in the method in 
the reserving of fiction and nonfiction, 
the notifications by mail or telephone 
and length of time the book is he‘d. 
One librarian suggested that she ut!l- 


ized the time the book was in the /i- 
brary for use by herself. 

Charge for nonresident borrowers 
called for animated discussion at each 
meeting as there is a lack of uniformity 


in this direction. Most libraries make 
a charge for this class of readers 
though the amount differs from $1 to 
$2 and there is a difference also in the 
matter of giving the use of the library 
free to tuition pupils in the town 
schools. Many libraries do this though 
a few do not, the objection being that 
unfair advantage is taken of the privi- 
lege in borrowing books for family in- 
stead of school use alone. However, 
this has its value also in advertising 
the library. But it was decided that 
to give free use to all out of town 
borrowers would place the library at 
a disadvantage in a campaign for a 
county tax and that a charge should 
be made sufficient to exceed the tax 
levy for a county library. 

In the talks on ‘‘Overcrowded 








Shelves’’ Miss Robinson suggested the 
following classes of books which might 
be disearded: (1) Old Iowa documents, 
such as House and Senate Journals 
previous of the last session and reports, 
except the latest, of the various state 
departments. A full set of the Official 
Register, however, should be kept, the 
reports of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, Bulletins of the Board of Contro!, 
and all Codes though only the Revised 
Code and 41st G. A. laws need be kept 
in the reference room. The Revised 
Code may be obtained from the Super- 
intendent of Printing, State House, Des 
Moines. for $5.00 and should be in 
every library. (2) Old magazines no 
longer needed for reference use. (3) 
Out of date technical books. (4) Old 
and worn out books of all descriptions. 
(5) Fietion no longer read, except 
standards. 

In answer to the question of what 
might be done with the last class the 
Secretary stated that there were a num- 
ber of libraries making a beginning in 
the state which would be glad to re- 


ceive desirable books in goad condition. 
They may also be sent to hospitals and 


jails. The matter of statistics and book 
collections also received attention. 

The subject of ‘‘The Librarian’s Ad- 
vancement’’ was very well handled at 
Des Moines by Miss Alice Story of 
Marshalltown, at Cedar Rapids by Miss 
Betty Pritchett of Coe College, at Oel- 
wein by Miss Harriet Kidder of State 
Teachers’ College, at Ottumwa by Miss 
May Hunt of Penn College, at Council 
Bluffs by Miss Blanche Alden of Shen- 
andoah. at Rockwell City by Miss 
Grace Hanson of Odebolt, at Iowa Falls 
by Miss Mary Kingsbury of Hampton 
and at Spirit Lake by Miss Blanche 
Watts of Spencer. 

The discussions of Books included at 
Des Moines and Cedar Rapids a review 
of Amy Lowell’s ‘‘ Keats,’’ by Mr. Brig- 
ham which was much enjoyed by all 
who heard it. At Des Moines Miss 
Rose gave a talk on ‘‘Recent Poetry 


Anthologies.”’ 
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Miss Edith Tobitt, librarian of the 
Omaha Public Library, was present at 
the Council Bluffs meeting and added 
greatly to the enjoyment of the pro-~ 
gram by a talk on ‘‘Some Worthwhile 
Books. ’’ 

Suggestive lists for buying in non- — 
fiction, fiction, and juveniles were dis- 7 
tributed at each meeting and have © 
since been mailed to librarians not in” 
attendance at any meeting. 

While the meetings differed some- 
what in the freedom in which the li- 
brarians took part in the discussions © 
a spir:t of interest was manifest at each 
meeting and to the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission who has at- 
tended the meetings for twelve years 
they seemed unusually worth while. 
Miss Mary Rosemond. President of the 
Iowa Library Association, and Miss— 
Julia A. Robinson, Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, were present ~ 
at all meetings. . 

Miss Bertha Baumer of Omaha, Pres- 
ident of the Nebraska Library Associa- 
tion and Chairman of the Program 
Committee for the Regional meeting 
was at Council Bluffs and made an- 
nouncement of this meeting at Sioux 
City in October. At the other meetings” 
this announcement was made by Miss 
Rosemond. A. L. A. membership and_ 
the meeting at Seattle were also pre 
sented at Council Bluffs very force. 
fully by Miss Tobitt and at the other 
meetings by Miss Robinson. q 

The cordial reception by libr 
boards and library staffs zt each meet 
ing added to the enjoyment of the 
visitors and delicious luncheons 
ranged for by library boards were 4a 
pleasant feature of each day. This was) 
especially true at Council Bluffs where 
the librarians were entertained in her 
home by Mrs. Leonard Everett, a mem 
ber of the library board. Tea was 
served after adjournment of the meet+ 
ings at Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Ot 
tumwa and Rockwell Oity. At O 
tumwa the librarians were guests ¢ 





Mrs. Dr. Newell and Mrs. Manda Gra- 
ham. At Des Moines tea was served by 
the Library Commission and at Cedar 
Rapids by the library staff and at Rock- 
well City by the library board. 





I. L. A. Membership 


The following libraries have availed 
themselves of membership in the Iowa 
Library Association. 


Of the first class, cities with over 
10,000 population and dues of $10.00, 
sixteen out of twenty libraries have 
paid: Boone, Burlington, Cedar Rap- 
ids, Clinton, Council Bluff, Davenport, 
Des Moines, Dubuque, Fort Madison, 
Keokuk, Marshalltown, Mason City, 
Muscatine, Oskaloosa, Ottumwa, Wat- 
erloo. : 


In the second class, towns between 
10,000 and 2,500 population, thirty-six 
out of fifty-seven have paid dues of 
$5.00: Albia, Ames, Anamosa, Atlantic, 
Carroll, Cedar Falls, Centerville, Cher- 
okee, Clarion, Clear Lake, Decorah, 
Eagle Grove, Eldora, Emmetsburg, 
Estherville, Grinnell, Hampton, Harlan, 
Hawarden, Independence, Indianola, 
Iowa Falls, Knoxville, Maquoketa, Mis- 
souri Valley, Mount Pleasant, Nevada, 
Oelwein, Osage, Osceola, Red Oak, Sac 
City, Spencer, Storm Lake, Washing- 
ton, Winterset. 


One of this class paid $2.50 only and 
is not counted in either list. 

In the third class in towns below 2,- 
500 in population twenty-nine out of 
sixty-six have paid dues of $2.50: 
Arnolds Park, Arthur, Bedford, Bel- 
mond, Bloomfield, Corydon, Forest 
City, Greenfield, Humboldt, Ida Grove, 
Logan, Malvern, Mount Ayr, Nashua, 
Odebolt, Onawa, Reinbeck, Rockwell 
City, Sanborn, Sigourney, Spirit Lake, 
Stuart, Tipton, Toledo, Traer, Well- 
man, West Branch, West Liberty, 
Woodbine. 


Four Association Libraries have paid 


dues of $2.50: Avoea, Battle Creek, 
Riceville and Wayland. 


The following imdividual member- 
ship fees of $1.00 have also been paid: 


Alton 
Elizabeth V. Pitts. 
Ames—State College 
Grace Oberheim. 
Ella L. Wanner. 
Avoca 
Mrs. W. A. Maxwell. 
Cedar Rapids—Coe College 
Betty H. Pritchett. 
Norma Haller 
Cedar Rapids—Masonic Library 
Lavinia Steele. 
Cherokee 
Elsie B. Dann. 
Davenport 
Lyra Wirth. 
Des Moines—Board of Control 
Julia C. Stockett. 
Des Moines—High Schoo! Libraries 
Vera Dixon. 
Ruth Ashmore. 
Grace A. Campbell. 
Mrs. Frances D. Carhart. 
Des Moines—Library Commission 
Julia A. Robinson. 
Des Moines—Public Library 
Muriel Marchant. 
Blanche Smith. 
Des Moines—State Library 
Mary Rosemond. 
Eldora 
Fanny Duren. 
Fort Dodge—High School 
Catherine Cruickshank. 
lowa City—S. VU. I. 
Cora Hendee. 
Grace Wormer. 
Marshalltown 
Dr. Cora Choate (Trustee). 
Mason City 
Mrs. H. C. McNider (Trustee). 
Pocahontas 
Mrs. Isabel Ralston. 
Sigourney 
Mrs. C. C. Henninger (Trustee). 
Sioux City 
Ruth Hoffman. 
Sarita Robinson. 
Spencer 
Mrs. O. M. Olds. 
Whiting 
Mrs. Alice Moad. 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Gentil'ska Winterrowd. 


In March a letter was sent to the li- 
brarians and library boards from the 
president end treasurer of the lowa 
Library Association which brought 
many responses. A number of pay- 











ments were also made to Miss Rose- 
mond at the district meetings and by 
her turned over to the treasurer. 

Will not librarians, of libraries not 
listed above, call the attention of their 
boards to this matter and urge early 
payment as the program for the Re- 
gional meeting will depend upon the 
amount available for speakers. 





Froper Percentage of Total Municipal 


Appropriation and Proper Ratio 
Between Schools and the 
Library. 

For figures giving any broad gen- 
eralizations on these quotations, we 
have to go back to the 1921 report of 
the United States Census Bureau on 
**Financial statisties of ‘cities of the 
United States.’’ This report gives the 
following summaries: 
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In cities of from 100,000 to 300,000 
population, municipal appropriations 
for all purposes were equal to $25.58 
per capita. 

Schools received an average of $9.50 
per capita or 37.4 per cent of the whole 
and libraries 35 cents per capita and 
1.4 per cent of the whole. In cities 
between 50,000 and 100,000 population, 
total appropriations were equal to 
$22.25 per capita. Schools received 
$9.50 per capita which was 42.7 per 
cent of the whole and libraries an aver- 
age of 29 cents per capita which was 
1.3 per cent of the whole. 

In cities between 30,000 and 50,000 
population, total appropriations were 
an average of $23.23 per capita. Schools 
received 9.87 per capita or 42. 5 per 
cent of the whole and libraries 33 cents 
per capita or 1.4 per cent of the whole. 

For all cities reporting, there was a 
total of appropriations averaging 
$30.24 per capita. Of this amount, ap- 
propriations to an amount equaling 
$9.50 per capita or 42.7 per cent of the 
whole were for schools and 29 cents 


per capita or 1.3 per cent of the whole 
for libraries. The total of library ap-— 
propriations was equal to 3 per cent of © 
the school appropriations for all these | / 
municipalities. 










It is to be noted that all the above 
figures are strictly for local municipal — 
appropriations and do not represent — 
the totals applied to the objects men- | 
tioned, as in some cases, and especially © 
in the case of the schools, large addi- 
tional sums are received from state” 
taxes. 

It will be well for every library 
board to test the treatment it is receiv- 
ing from its municipality in the matter” 
of appropriations, by comparing its 
figures and per cents with those given 
above. Thus, any library in any city | 
of the United States having a popula.» 
tion of 30,000 or more, which is not re-~ 
ceiving from local taxpayers at least” 
1.2 per cent of the total municipal ap-~ 
propriations, or is not receiving at” 
least 1/28 as much as the schools of 
that municipality, is receiving less tha ts 
the average American city is giving its” 
library.—N. Y. Libraries, Feb., 1925. 



























A Helpful Book | 


How much of the library’s income) 
should be spent for books? How much 
for salaries? How much for other pur-_ 
poses? A study of the budget prob 
lems confronting every trustee and 
brarian has been made by O. R. How.” 
ard Thompson of Williamsport, Penn 
sylvania. The results, including many” 
helpful suggestions, have been pub-7 
lished by the A. L. A. under the title, 
‘‘Reasonable Budgets for Public Li 
braries and Their Units of Expense.’”4 
It is an excellent little contribution te 


study of the business side of libr 
administration. Every library sho 


have it. Every library trustee sho 
read it. (Cloth 80¢; paper 50c.) 




































Vacation Reading 

So many inquiries have come to the 
Library Commission office for sugges- 
tions for vacation reading that the Sec- 
retary asked Miss Shellinberger to out- 
line what has been used in the Daven- 
port Public Library. 

The list to which Miss Shellenberger 
refers, ‘‘A trip around the world in 
thirty books’’ can be secured from the 
Library Commission in quantities 
needed for conducting such a course. 
The libraries will have to provide their 
own maps. 

This list is for fifth, sixth and sev- 
enth grade readers. Two miscellan- 
eous lists for younger readers may also 
be secured from the Library Commis- 
sion. 

‘In using the list ‘Tour of the world 
in 30 books,’ we suggest to the chil- 
dren that during summer they have an 
opportunity of making a tour of the 
world without leaving their own homes. 
We post a map on the bulletin board 
and make out the route we would travel 
to go from the United States to some 
eountry they think they would like to 
read about, and continue through the 
list as logically as we can direct their 
reading, coming back at the end of the 
circuit to the United States again. 

Some of the children read one book 
on each country and some who are in- 
terested read more than one. 

Occasionally we form a club that 
meets once in two weeks in the library 
and discuss their travel experiences 
through books or exchange their ideas 
about the places they have visited. 

Sometimes we make it a little more 
of an occasion and have something 
more of a program as, for example. 
we invited two children who had re- 
cently come from Germany to tell the 
other children about their own land 
and they sang some songs and danced 
some of their folk dances. In another 
locality we could draw on the experi- 
ence and knowledge of some Armenian 
children. Different localities, even in 
our city, furnish different material for 
stimulating interest and acquiring first 
hand knowledge. 
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This type of list is one in which the 
interest frequently grows as the chil- 
dren read, and it also is the kind to 


hold a group interest. Some of the 
children had their own maps and with 
ink traced their own travel route as 
they read. 

We know of a few of our adult read. 
ers who have made a tour like this of 
the United States. One man began 
with Florida and has gone north with 
the warm season and is now enjoying 
the National Parks.’’ 





Library Trustees Breakfast at 
Women’s Club Meeting 


As has been the custom for several 
years past a Library Trustees’ Break- 
fast was held during the Biennial of 
the Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
which met in Des Moines May 19th to 
22nd. 


The hour was an early one for such 
an occasion and there were meetings 
and breakfasts of other departments 
at the same time which kept some 
away. Nevertheless there were fifty- 
four in attendance and twenty to twen- 
ty-five libraries represented. 

The program was informal in char- 
acter. Mrs. Weitz, President of the 
Des Moines Library Board, presented 
words of greeting and Miss Rosemond. 
President of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, announced the Regional meeting 
at Sioux City in October. 

Miss Robinson, Secretary of the Iowa 
Library Commission, who presided told 
briefly of the legislation affecting the 
commission and thanked the trustees 
for their part in bringing it about. She 
then introduced Miss Abernethy who 
so efficiently serves the club women in 
their study work. 

Following this a brief experience 
meeting was held at which as many 
trustees as time permitted told experi- 
ments which were being tried with s.- 
cess in their libraries. Numerous ques- 
tions were also asked and answered by 
the trustees and presiding officer. 





The ‘‘Why’’ and ‘‘How’’ of County 
Libraries* — 


By Miss Frances A. Hannum, 
. Racine, Wisconsin 


The County Library system is the 
most important problem in library serv- 
ice before librarians and the people 
today. The State Library cannot take 
the place of any local library and 
neither can an adjacent or neighboring 
library. The people of the open coun- 
try or rural districts are entitled to 
good library service as much as are the 
people of towns or cities. 


The logical make-up of a county sys- 
tem consists of a central library at a 
central location with branches, sub- 
branches, and stations at various 
points, and if possible, book auto serv- 
ice for house-to-house delivery. Fre- 
quent book deliveries to branches and 
stations will offer equalized opportun- 
ity to all for self-education. 

We, as librarians, know that no com- 
munity is completely equipped with 
facilities for public education unless, in 
addition to adequate schools, that com- 
munity has also publie library service 
which is reaching all the people within 
its borders. Our big problem is to con- 
vince the County Boards and the 
eounty people that this statement is 
true and that a library is an indispensa- 
ble adjunct to the publie school. 


Because the rural teacher is always 
enthusiastic about a library, the school- 
house seems the opportune place in 
which to locate a county station. How- 
ever, if possible, it is wise to place the 
books in a store, home, or other loca- 
tion. The chief point to be remembered 
is aceéssibility. The grownups in rural 
districts are not always able to go to 
a station library and select their own 
books but depend upon the children 
who go to school to bring the books 
home to them. This point might add to 
the advantage of a station library in 
the school. 

I am convinced that we cannot com- 
pel the adult rural people to read but 


*Read at the Boone meeting of the IL L. A., 
October, 1924. 
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we can surround the rural children of — 


today with good books, let them grow — 
ap with books, teach them how to use — 
books for information as well as recrea- — 
tion, and these children of today will ~ 
then be our best friends of tomorrow. — 
With this one idea or ideal in view, 
the rural school seems to be the place ~ 


for the beginning of a county library ~ 


system. After the library service is 
firmly rooted and the people see its — 
advantages, the station can be trans- — 
ferred to a store, to larger quarters, — 
and probably to a small building de- — 
voted to library work, where real library — 
service, including reading room with 
magazines, newspapers, and reference ~ 
books, can be administered. q 

To sum up the ‘‘why’’ of County ~ 


Libraries, I would say a County Li- © 


brary system will give equal reading © 
advantages to every man, woman, and © 
child in the county ; will establish a li- 
brary with reading room facilities in 
the larger villages and book deposits 
in the smaller districts; will make it ~ 
possible to mail or deliver books in ~ 
answer to personal, telephone, or letter — 
requests; will supplement the course © 
of study and outside reading lists of ~ 
the publie schools; will give the rural © 
people the same opportunities and ad- ~ 
vantages to continue their education ~ 


after leaving school; will extend to ~ 


every rural child the same reading ad- — 
vantages as the city child with whom ~ 
he must sooner or later compete in the 
schools of higher education or in his’ 
life work, will raise the standard of ~ 
reading and consequently the standard — 
of living; and last but not least, it will 
give the people something to read after 
they have been taught how to read. 

In closing my remarks on the ‘‘why”’ © 
of County Library service, let me ask: ~ 
‘Is there any good reason why rural ~ 
people, old or young, should be de- 
prived of the reading privileges and 
advantages which are freely given the — 
city people?t’’ 

‘*The How’’ of County Library serv- — 
ice is the second part of this talk. I 
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propose to take up the plan submitted 
to the Racine County Board of Super- 
visors at the April meeting in 1922 
which plan was referred to the Ed- 
ucation Committee of the County Board 
with specific instructions to investigate 
and report at the November meeting. 
Each member of that Committee did 
some thorough investigating and at 
the eleventh hour submitted a favora- 
ble report to the meeting in November 
and the plan was adopted. A contract 
to run for two years was drawn up 
specifying the work should begin Feb- 
ruary 1, 1923, and at 3 o’elock in the 
afternoon of February Ist, in spite of 
snow storms, the first sub-branch with 
a collection of 250 books was estab- 
lished at Waterford, one of the largest 
villages in the county. 

The entire plan had the splendid and 
active support of the Public Library 
Board. The President of the Library 
Board made personal visits into the 
county and talked with influential peo- 
ple who asked their representatives on 
the County Board to vote for the Coun- 
ty Library service. He also talked 
County Library to every County person 
who came into his office, and being an 
eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist, he 
had many county patients every week. 

The Secretary of the Board and 
other members assisted in various ways. 
The Library Board and Staff had a 
day of great rejoicing when the Coun- 
ty Board voted favorably on the Coun- 
ty Library proposition, and a very 
large share of the success was due to 
the enthusiasm and interest of mem- 
bers of the Library Board. Without 
their untiring efforts, success would 
not have come in so short a time. No 
librarian, or library staff, it seems to 
me, can succeed in putting across a 
campaign for a county library system 
unless the Library Board is fired with 
enthusiasm over the project and is 
willing to put personal time and effort 
into all the preliminaries and the actual 
campaign and presentation of the prop- 
osition. 


The Racine proposition was pre- 
sented on a strictly business plan. Care- 
ful figures were compiled to show the 
actual cost of running the City Library. 
This amounted to about 12 cents per 
volume circulated, but the Library 
Board decided they would attempt to 
give the County service on a basis of 
ten cents per volume circulated, with 
an overhead expense of $2,500 for the 
first year. Like all infant business 
propositions, this was expected to be 
a more or less losing proposition. In 
spite of the fact that the County Board 
cut down the overhead expense for the 
second year, we are delighted to re- 
port that at the end of June, 1924, the 
expenditures for county libraries ex- 
ceeded the receipts by the huge sum of 
$1.95 and this sum was more than cov- 
ered by the fine left in the county cash 
account in June, 1924, after postage 
for mailing books into the county and 
other incidentals were paid from this 
eash account. 

We are satisfied with our experiment 
and feel that the victory is won, While 
we do not suggest that any county fol- 
low our plan (for there may be better 
ones) we do urge that every County in 
this splendid state of Iowa push vig- 
orously on to the coveted goal. 

Librarians, believe sincerely and 
thoroughly in County Library service. 
library boards, assist your librarian 
wholeheartedly with lip, head, and 
hand service. Together, convince your 
county boards and county people that: 
‘The library is the application of 
common sense to the problem of sup- 
ply and demand. Through it every 
reader in the community can secure at 
a given cost from 10 to 1,000 times the 
material for reading and study that he 
would secure as an individual.’’ 

Racine County, Wisconsin, has given 
county library service for 16 months 
to the rural people at a cost of about 
30 cents per capita. Racine County 
throws out the challenge to any Coun- 
ty in Iowa to beat that record. It can 


be done. Which county will do it? 








Echoes From the District Meetings 

Davenport Library Station in a Church 

Last November a collection of twen- 
ty-five books of non-fiction, selected 
chiefly from the religion and ethics’ 
shelves, was taken to the foyer of the 
Congregational Church at the request 
of the pastor. One member of the staff 
who is a member of this church takes 
charge of the library every Sunday. 


The collection is changed or supple- 
mented quite frequently to keep in 
touch with the theme of the sermon or 
to link up with some work of the Sun- 
day School. The librarian is on duty 
after the service, and, if possible, a 
few minutes between Sunday School 
‘ and church when the congregation is 
assembling. 

The resulting statistics are not very 
large though sometimes half our collec- 
tion is loaned on Sunday morning. It 
has been interesting to supply a de- 
mand created from the pulpit and on 
live subjects. The minister telephones 
to the library his topic for the sermon 
and we try to have some books bearing 


upon that subject at hand. Frequent- 
ly a list of those of particular interest 
are included in the weekly bulletin. 
The pastor is always willing to make 
announcements on subjects about the 
library both from the pulpit and in the 


bulletin. Occasionally the librarian 
herself makes mention of some special 
books of interest. This is done at the 
time the announcements are given and 
is usually the publicity which gets the 
most results. 

During the Lenten season, in addi- 
tion to the collection of books suitable 
to that time, we added some unusual 
reproductions of biblical themes by 
modern authors. These were also in 
the foyer near the collection of books 
and the congregation were very much 
interested and very appreciative. The 
entire collection was on display from 
Good Friday until Easter. 

The most popular authors have been 
Fosdick, Babson and Royden. 

Grace Shellenberger, 
Librarian. 


Helpful Suggestions From Council Bluffs _ 


Less time spent on routine mear 


more time for books. The shortest way 
is not always the best way, however, 
but many short cuts are worth trying 


out. The following methods seem 


be satisfactory in the Council Bluffs 
The elimination of readers 


Library. 

cards has reduced our filing and stamp 

ing fifty per cent. 

1. No accession book.* Use Bate 
numbering machine. Put price 


publisher and date and source on 
shelf list. In re-ordering all infor- 


mation is in one place. 


Drop Cutter numbers on fictior 
Ignore them on the old shelf card 


and book cards. 


Issue all books except recent fiction 


for four weeks and do not rene 
except in special cases. 

Borrow freely from library cor 
mission, and University library fe 
occasional requests. 

Buy popular titles in Grosset ed 
tions, re-enforced and do not 
bind. 

Discard readers cards.* Use idet 
tification cards. The book card im 
the tray is the only accurate reco 
of books out. | 
Get on the mailing list of secon 
hand dealers in Chicago in order t 
pick up replacements at reduceé 
prices. Rental libraries frequen 
sell used copies at good reduction 
and these help out in the dem 
for new fiction. 


Eva T. Canon, 
Librari 
*Do not discard without due consi 
eration. 





Reference Material Free at Smal! Cost — 


Whether the library be large 
small, the librarian is always on 
alert for valuable reference mate 
to be had at small cost. This materia 
must be carefully selected: it is 1 
necessarily worth keeping because ft 
is free, nor is it of little value becat 
its cost is small. 

Questions regarding geography ar 
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statistics, may be answered through: 
- government documents, such as Geo- 
logical survey maps, Gannett’s Dic- 
tionary of altitudes, Playgrounds of 
Arkansas, prepared by the Arkansas 
commissioner of mines, manufactures 
and agriculture ; publications of Cham- 
bers of Commerce of various cities; 
advertisements of railroad and steam- 
ship companies. Material of this kind 
is listed in Mary Josephine Booth’s 
Material on Geography which may be 
obtained free or at small cost (3d rev. 
ed. Charleston, Ill., Eastern Ill. state 
teachers’ college, 1922, 10¢), and in 
the list of pamphlets at back of the 
Booklist. : 


Miss Booth also lists material on in- 
dustries. The chief sources are fac- 
tories, business houses, and govern- 
ment documents, such as Farmers’ Bul- 
letins and the Yearbooks of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. Oriental Art 
in Whittall Rugs is an attractive 


pamphlet issued by the M. J. Whittall 
associates in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
with illustrations useful for interior 
decorating as well as for rug designs. 


The Handbook of Social Resources* 
published by the American Red Cross 
records activities and addresses of or- 
gatiizations for social service most of 
whom are glad to distribute informa- 
tion about the work in their field. The 
American Social Hygiene Association 
listed here is very helpful in suggesting 
“rigs on that subject for the library 
to buy. 


The Christian Science Monitor, 
which is sent free to libraries has the 
best world news articles to be had; 
these and the editorials clipped and 
arranged in envelopes are invaluable to 
any library. 


Biographies of authors can often be 
obtained from their publishers in 
pamphlet form. 

Books bought for circulation may be 
valuable for reference, if they have 
good indexes and are authoritative. 
Fiction may be used: Reymont’s The 
Peasants gives a clear picture of Polish 
life and customs. Kaempffert’s Popu- 


27 


lar History of American Invention is an 
excellent -reference book. 
Dora M. Pearson, 
Reference Librarian, 


Council Bluffs Publie Library. 

*The Library Commission has sent 

these to the librarians and now has a 
few copies for distribution.—J. A. R. 





Hotel Library Station at Mason City 

Few transients borrow on deposit 
from the Mason City Publie Library, 
owing to the location of the hotels 
which are several blocks distant from 
the library. Hotel Hanford, the larg- 
est, is five blocks away. An arrange- 
ment has recently been made with the 
news stand proprietor at the Hanford 
to handle public library books by 
charging a small rental fee for the use 
of the volumes. A deposit of two dol- 
lars is left by the patron when he bor- 
rows a book. If returned within a 
week, one dollar and ninety cents is re- 
turned to him. In addition to the fee 
of ten cents a week, two cents a day 
is charged for additional time books 

are kept from the collection. 
Lydia Barrette, Librarian. 





Library Work in Jail at Ottumwa 
Although the Library Jail Service 
was started with no special thought of 
Adult Education in mind, results to 
some extent tend in that direction. The 


- ample leisure time of the prisoners pro- 


vides opportunity for constructive 
work, if they are at all inclined to 
read. 

The jail branch was opened March, 
1924 and 2,029 books have been cir- 
culated during the thirteen months of 
operation. The circulation shows the 
percentage of fiction to be largest. 
Books of Grey, Wright, Kyne, and Cur- 
wood always find favor with the men. 

All are not fiction readers however. 
One man has read four different books 
on prohibition and said, ‘‘If I'd read 
these books before I’d never have been 
in jail.’’ Another man with the aid 
of library books was able to continue 
his studies begun while imprisoned 
and pass a civil service examination. 











A prisoner asked for a book on the 
constitution and remarked, ‘‘ You know 
when you get in jail, you kind-a wish 
you’d known more about the laws.’’ 
Requests are made for books on en- 
gineering, automobiles, music, eti- 
quette, birds, ete. 


The jail is visited once a week by a 
member of the library staff, with a bag 
of books. The turnkey accompanies 
her through the jail, carries the books, 
explains the service to new inmates 
and suggests books to others. The iron 
support between the bars serves as an 
improvised library shelf, the bars are 
wide enough to permit the exchange of 
books between them. Requests are 
noted, and if urgent, the books are sent 
over immediately. The date and full 
name is the only data recorded, each 
man must return books in his posses- 
sion before he is released. Much of the 
success of the jail service is due to the 
sheriff and turnkey, who co-operate in 
every possible way. 


Patrons of the jail branch are a most 
appreciative group of readers. Not 
one book has been mutilated or lost. 

The prisoners often find their way 
to the library after their release, take 
out ecards and become regular borrow- 
ers. Having been made more serious 
by their prison experience they often 
want books which will be helpful to 
them in the liné of work they are pur- 
suing. 


The results of this extension work 
far out measure ‘the time and effort in- 
vested in it. 

Harriett Myers. 
In charge of jail work. 





Book Reviews at the Library in Storm Lake 

In order to co-operate with the move- 
ment for furthering Adult Education 
the Storm Lake public library insti- 
tuted an interesting experiment by 
having ‘‘ Book talks’’ at the library the 
first Wednesday of every month from 
9:30 -10:30 a. m. This particular time 
was selected as being the most con- 
venient for busy women. 
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The meetings are open to all, and the — 
program is printed in the local papers ~ 
and announced at the different clubs — 
the previous week. The average at-— 
tendance at these meetings is thirty. 

The general! plan is to have two books ~ 
of non-fiction and one book of fiction 
reviewed and discussed at each meet- 
ing, although the program varies, some- — 
times a juvenile book is included in” 
the discussion. While the plan has 
been in operation only six months it” 
has accomplished much good by creat-— 
ing a desire on the part of those in at-~ 
tendance to read better books. It has © 
lead to an increase in the non-fiction — 
eireulation as well as follow-up read-~ 
ing in many cases. The information 
received at these ‘‘Book talks’’ has al-— 
so been incorporated in the program 
of a number of the clubs for the com-~ 
ing year. On the whole it has proven © 


a very practical, interesting and edu-~ 
cational experiment and will be con-~ 
tinued indefinitely. 3 
Elizabeth Walpole, 

Librarian, © 





State Fair Exhibit 


The location of the Library Commis- 
sion State Fair exhibit will be changed ~ 
this year. The room in the north wing | 
which has been used by the Library 
Commission for the past ten years h 
been assigned with the remainder of 
the ground floor and the room on the” 
first floor above the old library room 
to the Boys’ and Girls’ Club. 

The corresponding room on the see” 
ond floor has been given to the Red) 
Cross as they will bring more visitors 
to the Fair than will the Library Com- 
mission. 

The commission will therefore this” 
year make their exhibit in a small space” 
on the second floor landing. 

As a location itself it may be as de 
sirable but the space is much less, and > 
a change of location is sure to be @ 
loss in visitors who will seek the form 
room. 7 
We hope librarians and library trus 
tees visiting the State Fair will look 
for the exhibit in its new location. — 





Legislation 


Library Commission 


Final action of the 4lst G. A. on 
salaries and appropriation for the Li- 
brary Commission resulted in an in- 
erease of salaries for three libra- 
rians with the omission of the fourth. 
This, however, is a gain as it will make 
possible the employment of help which 
the lower salaries prohibited and bet- 
ter work can be done with three com- 
petent people than with four incompe- 
tent ones. 


Two thousand seven hundred fifty 
dollars annually was cut from the main- 
tenance fund of twelve thousand—five 
hundred from the book fund—one 
thousand seven hundred fifty from 
binding and printing and five hundred 
from traveling expenses. 


However, the matter of salaries was 
so much more important that it seemed 
wiser to concentrate efforts there. 


Library Reports 
Section 5866—of the public library 
laws fixing the time of the annual re- 
port to the city council was amended 
. making the date March 31st instead 
of December 31st. 


Inasmuch as no date is fixed for the 
report to the commission the time for 
that will now be changed to conform 
to the city date and thus avoid two 
reports which many libraries have been 
obliged to make. 


However, as statistics for the official 
register are called for in April such 
libraries as are frequently tardy in 
sending in reports will run additional 
- of being omitted from the statis- 
ies. 


With a report for the year ending 
December 31st a balanee was always 
in evidence needed to carry expenses 
of the library to April Ist when new 
taxes become available and this was 
often misconstrued to the disadvantage 
of the library. This difficulty will be 
obviated by a report for the year end- 
ing March 31st. 
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New Association Libraries 


Salem’s Slogan, ‘‘What’s a town 
without a library ?’’ seems to have been 
adopted in spirit if not in words by 
many towns in Iowa as inquiries about 
starting a library and news of library 
beginnings are of frequent occurrence 
in the Library Commission office. 


Among the towns recently agitating 
the subject of a library are Arlington. 
George, Merrill, Preston, Schaller and 
Volga. In some of these an organiza- 
tion has been formed and officers 
elected and a library is in progress 
In others the project has not yet prog- 
ressed so far but much interest is be- 
ing shown in the enterprise. 


At Oxford Junction a bequest of $4,- 
000 for a library left twenty years ago 
has just become available and steps 
are being taken to put to use the 
amount which has nearly doubled in 
the twenty years. 


At Peterson, Mrs. Lena French, who 
recently passed away, left her valuable 
farm for the establishment of a library. 
The farm which consists of 200 acres is 
to be sold within five years. A library 
building is to be erected on a suitable 
lot in Peterson, equipment and books 
purchased and the surplus invested as 
an endowment for the library which is 
to be known as the Kirchner-French 
Memorial. 





A Carnegie Gift to an Iowa Library 


Dr. H. M. Gage, President of Coe 
College, announces a gift by the Carne- 
gie Corporation of $5,000 a year for the 
next five years to Coe College Library. 
The only stipulation is that the money 
shall supplement the present library 
budget. The additional amount will be 
used to buy more books and employ 
another trained assistant. 
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Mr. Brigham Honored 

Mr. Brigham, Librarian of the lowa 
State Library, is one of two candidates 
this year for Second Vice-/resident of 
the A. L. A. All Iowa wishes him 
elected as a very fitting compliment to 
one who has contributed so largely to 
library advancement in the state and 
who is Iowa’s representative librarian 
in the A. L. A. and the country at large. 
The pleasure of helping to elect Mr. 
Brigham is one of the privileges of A. 
L. A. membership this year. 





Library Commission Appointment 


Mr. A. M. Deyoe, recently appointed 
by the governor to fill the unexpired 
term of Mr. Addison Parker, has been 
reappointed for a term of five years. 





A Book Every Iowa Library Should 
) Have 

Following the closing of Riker’s 
Bookstore, Des Moines, the Chicago 
publishers of the profusely illustrated 
two-volume edition of Johnson Brig. 
ham’s ‘‘Iowa: Its History and Its Fore- 
most Citizens,’’ have placed with the 
author a few remaining volumes of 
that popular work at half the original 
subscription price, namely $5.00, de- 
livered free inside the state. In view 
of the increasing interest in Iowa his- 
tory, this is an opportunity. Address 
Iowa Library Commission, Historical 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 





The Library Commission has to give 
away.a large number of pamphlets on 
the League of Nations used in last 
year’s high school debate. Write to 
the Commission if you wish any of 
these. 


Deaths 
Mr. Joseph Mattes 


**In the death of Mr. Joseph Mattes, — 


who passed away on April 17th at his” 


home in Odebolt, the Field-Carnegie 
Library of Odebolt lost one of its 
founders and most ardent patrons. 

Mr. Mattes was instrumental in the 
founding of the library in 1898 from 
which time dated his trusteeship. In 
1907 upon the death of Mr. W. W. 
Field, one of the main donors of the 
institution, Mr. Mattes was selected to 
fill his unexpired term as President of 
the Board of Trustees which office he- 
held until 1921—a period of fourteen” 
years. 

From this time until his death Mr. 
Mattes retained his board membership 
and gave to its affairs wholeheartedly 
of his interest and energy. His time 
and sound business judgment were ever 
available to the service of the library. 
Mr. Mattes’ loss will be keenly felt.’’ 





Mrs. Walter |. Hayes 


Just as the last number of the Quar- 
terly went to press notice came of the 
death of Mrs. Walter I. Hayes of the 
Clinton Library Board. 

Mrs. Hayes’ long service on the 
board deserves more notice than was 
possible at that late hour. The resolu- 
tions passed, by the Clinton Library 
Board are therefore printed below: 


‘*Be it resolved, That the members 


of the Clinton Publie library board ex-~ 


press their deep sense of loss in the 


death of Mrs. Walter I. Hayes. She — 
was a faithful member of the board, ~ 


having served from its organization in ~ 
1902 to the time of her death. She 
was present at every meeting when her 
physical condition permitted, but this 
was a great task in the icy winter 
weather. * * * 

‘*We also wish to express our ap- 
preciation of the gift of $3,000 be- 
queathed to the library by Mrs. Hayes, 
the interest on which is to be used for 
the purchase of reference books. 
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Mrs. Annie B. Case 


News of the death of Mrs. Annie B. 
Case, Librarian of the Belmond Public 
Library, came as a shock to her friends 
in the state who had not known of her 
months of ill health preceding her go- 
ing to the hospital. Her death followed 
an operation on May 16th. 


Mrs. Case became librarian in 1917 
taking the Iowa summer school work 
that year. She has ever been conscien- 
tious in her work and faithful in her 
attendance at library meetings and in 
response to all requests coming from 
the Library Commission office. The 
following tribute appeared in the Bel- 
mond Independent of May 21st. 


To the “Library Lady” 


It is afternoon at the Belond Public 
Library. The books are in orderly rows 
on the shelves, but the chair at the desk 
isempty. The clock chimes cautiously, 
heeding the sign that reads, ‘‘Speak 
gently, and let thy voice be low.’’ Truly 
the silence is golden there, for the sun- 
shine gleams on the floor and steals 
across the desk. When will the ‘*Li- 
brary Lady’’ return? 

The children who first called her the 
‘Library Lady’’ are coming. She knew 
just what books little girls liked to 
read; she seemed to know just what 
little boys enjoyed. 

What is that? The clock chimes 
four in surprise as the door swings 
open. It is the high school boys and 
girls. The clock looks startled, Surely 
the ‘‘Library Lady’’ will come now. 
He smiled in anticipation of the usual 
rush of questions. ‘‘ Where can I find 
material for debate?’’ or ‘‘ Where is a 
good book that I haven’t read.’’ The 
“Library Lady’’ always helped, no 
matter how indefinite or seemingly im- 
possible the request. She guided their 
reading carefully and tried to get them 
to read books that were good. The 
boys and girls of Belmond loved her. 

The clock waits, chiming the hours 
dreamily but the ‘‘Library Lady’’ does 
not return. The night and the stillness 
breathe a benediction. 

—Elma Stapley, 
(A High School Student) 
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Library News of the State 








Algona—Miss Gertrude I. Sheridan 
who has served the library efficiently 
since 1913 resigned on May Ist and on 
May 9th was married to Mr. E. J. Kelly 
of Mason City. On May 4th a fare- 
well reception was given to Miss Sheri- 
dan by the Library Aid with a pro- 
gram by the school children after which 
a silver tea service was presented to 
her by the Library Aid, silver candle 
holders by the P. E. O. and other gifts 
by individuals. Mr. and Mrs. Kelly 
will make their home in Mason City. 

Miss Veda Steil is temporarily in 
charge of the library until a librarian 
is appointed to fill the vacancy. 


Bellevue—The library has just re- 
ceived a gift of 348 books from Mrs. 
M. A. Bray of Chicago. 

Belmond—Mrs. J. W. Wallace has 
been appointed librarian to fill the va- 
eancy caused by the death of Mrs. 
Case. 

Burlington—Miss Mary Henderson 
has been engaged to fill the position of 
first assistant. Miss Henderson is a 
graduate of Rockford College, has had 
two years library experience and will 
graduate from Wisconsin Library 
School in June. 

Cedar Rapids—Public Library— Miss 
Lillie Cillie, an assistant in the library 
for some months, has resigned to take 
a position in the University Library at 
Iowa City. 

Coon Rapids—aA library housewarm- 
ing was held at the library which now 
occupies the entire G. A. R. building 
which has been repapered and re- 
painted. The purpose of the house- 
warming was to acquaint the public in 
a more thorough way with the re- 
sources of the library and what is be- 
ing attempted educationally by the li- 
brary board. 


Davenport — M iss Louise 


Clara 


Lockin, who has been a member of the 
Davenport staff since early in January, 
has been admitted to the Pratt Library 






























School at Brooklyn and will leave in 
the fall for a year of study. 

Miss Ruth Fowler, for five years a 
member of the extension department 
of the Davenport Public Library, sur- 
prised the staff and her friends by an- 
nouncing her marriage on March 21st 
at Pekin, Illinois, to Mr. H. L. Holtz. 
Mrs. Holtz will continue her library 
work for the present. 

Des Moines— Drake University — 
Miss Marion Leatherman who has 
served so efficiently as librarian. for the 
past two years has resigned to take 
up work for her Master Degree at 
Columbia. 


Des Moines—Public Library—Mr. 
M. H. Cohen has been appointed on the 
library board to succeed Mr. John P. 
Wallace whose term expires July Ist. 


Garner—Mr. Charles Merton has 
been appointed a member of the li- 
brary board. Mr. Merton is a graduate 
of Ames and is serving Hancock county 
as engineer. 

Mr. Charles Bailey, Mr. G. B. Gerbert 
and Mr. H. E. Babeock have each pre- 
sented the library with one or more 
sets of books. 


Independence—Changes have been 
made in the library building giving ad- 
ditional space for shelving. 

Iowa Falls—Free use of the library 
has been extended to Hardin Township 
by an arrangement between the library 
board and the township school board. 


Marshalltown—Miss Jeannette 
Elder, an assistant in the library, has 
resigned to attend State College at 
Ames. Miss Anna Bevans of Esther- 
ville but recently serving as assistant 
in the Waterloo Publie Library has 
been selected to fill Miss Elder’s place. 


Mason City—During the vacation 
months the Mason City Publie Library 
will operate four library stations for 
children in addition to the regular 
agencies. This is the third year the 
plan has been tried and the staff mem- 
bers assigned to the work report a 
chance to talk books with the children 
in the small informal groups which 
gather at these stations. 


Mt. Pleasant—tThe State P. E. O. dur- 7 
ing their recent convention in Deg 
Moines voted to ratify the action taken 
at last year’s convention giving $25,- 
000 to the building of a memorial li- 
brary at Mt. Pleasant where the sister. ~ 
hood was founded in 1869. Nine other © 
states have also endorsed the project. — 

Odebolt—Mr. A. C. Petersmeyer has | 
been appointed trustee to fill the va- — 
cancy caused by the death of Mr. Jo- ~ 
seph Mattes. 

A total of $67.50 has recently been 
given to the library through the clubs 
of the town. E+ 

Ottumwa—Mr. Frank Von Schroder © 
has been reappointed on the library — 
board for a term of five years. The ~ 
Library has recently received a petition © 
with 675 adult signatures asking for a 
branch library in the East End. 

Rockwell City—Through a potato — 
chip sale by the local P. E. O. over $1007 
was raised for the purchase of books — 
for the library. Mrs. J. H. Bradt was © 
in charge of the sale and is chairman 
of the committee for the purchase of — 
books with the proceeds. 4 

City—The library has received © 
a gift of 113 books from Judge and 
Mrs. E. M. McCall of Fort Dodge. The 
collection includes books of reference, 
standard poetry, general works, recent © 
fiction and juveniles. A gift of $25.00 
for the purchase of books has also been 
made by the Young People’s Society 
of St. Petri Church. This will be used 
for children’s books. New shelving is 
being installed to receive the new books 
but more space is badly needed. 

Stuart—Because of illness Mrs. C. HL 
Leighton has resigned her position as 
librarian which she has held for the 


past ten years. Mrs. Leighton 
served as librarian when the lib 
was organized but was absent for four 
years before beginning her last te 
of service. Miss Alice Peters has bee 
appointed librarian to succeed Mrs. 
Leighton. Miss Peters was a member 
of the Iowa Summer Library School in 
the class of 1924. 4 
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